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Female Criticism in the Great Gatsby
Feminism is present from the past into the present world and it cannot be cordoned off. With the development of Marxism, the position of women in the society was and is ignored with men being the most adored gender over women. The rise of feminism sat the negative stereotypes attached to women in both literature and films which hindered the development of women in the socio-cultural, political and economic world (Lois, 26). This has made men to exploit women, and treat them in a degenerative and depressive manner. In feminist criticism, successful and independent women are displayed as “dissatisfied shrew” that uses their sexuality to succeed (Mary, 10). Besides, these women are portrayed as angry beings that are aggressively assertive. In The Great Gatsby, negative stereotyping of women is highly depicted through the women, Daisy Jordan and Myrtle. The women in the book reflect the flapper 1920’s culture which not only degraded women in the society but also portrayed tem as men’s property, hedonistic individuals who only thought about having fun in their life. 
Through daisy, the position of women in the society can be depicted. Hen daisy gave birth to a baby girl, she said, “All right. I’m glad it’s a girl. And I hope she’ll be a fool- that the best thing a girl can be in this world. A beautiful little fool” (Fitzgerald, 16).  From this statement it is evident that daisy has greatly seen herself as a fool alongside all the other women in the world. This is a mentality that has been planted by the society in her mind majorly by the way that women are treated as fools. In addition to that, when Tom talks about daisy, he openly calls her a fool. “The trouble is that sometimes she gets foolish ideas in her head and doesn’t know what she is doing” (Fitzgerald, 137). This further depicts how women are viewed as fools in the society. Outright, the environment around daisy did not appreciate the intellect in women.  As the novel progresses, the feminist criticism in the book is further depicted when Daisy wants to leave her husband Tom Buchanan. “He began to talk excitedly to daisy, denying everything, defending his name against accusations that had not been made. But with every word, she was drawing further and further into herself” (Fitzgerald, 110). In this statement it is obvious to a feminist that Gatsby is trying to dominate Daisy to make her rethink of her decision and stay with her husband.  However, Daisy realizes that she has to leave.
Gatsby further portrays women as people with an inability to be independent. Despite the fact that it is suggested in the book that Daisy leaves her husband, Gatsby writes portraying an image of Daisy as a woman who cannot leave her husband despite of knowing about Myrtle, Tom’s mistress. “I was confused and a little disgusted as I drove away. It seemed that the thing for Daisy to do was to rush out of the house, child in arms- but apparently there was no such intentions in her head” (Fitzgerald, 19). The text portrays male dominance through Nick Caraway, the novel’s narrator. It is evident that there lacks equality in men and women in the 1920s society. Nick has a biased view which favors men over women as depicted in the phrase above. While men do not allow themselves to share a woman, women have no option but to accept sharing a man. Physical abuse of women is a major characteristic of a society that criticizes feminism. Myrtle is Buchanan’s mistress. Tom not only uses her but he also physically abuses her in the public when she tries to often remind him of his wife, Daisy. “Making a short deft movement, Tom Buchanan broke her nose with his open hand” (Fitzgerald, 32).  This happens in front of Myrtles apartment when he sees that there is no other way possible that he can use to apprehend Myrtle. Tom is able to do this due to his financial stability and social status as a man. It is evident that women have no power, and whatever a man needs to do to have her apprehended as a woman is permutable in the 1920s society that objectifies women. Through the use of violence, Tom is able to keep Myrtle in line defining men as controllers of women in the society. 
Through Myrtle, women’s position as a minor role in the society whose value is dependent on beauty is further depicted. When talking about Myrtle’s sister Catherine, Nick refers to her as “a blurred air to her face” (Fitzgerald, 34) and further state that all girls look alike. Through this statement, women are perceived as unintelligent and they lack any power in all aspects of life- social, political, mental and economic. Besides, when Daisy discovers the ongoing affair between Myrtles and her husband Tom, she runs over Myrtles who is unfaithful to her husband George. In describing the incident, Gatsby writes, “left breast swinging loose like a flap” (Fitzgerald, 137) symbolizing the degree of infidelity in Myrtle. While Gatsby does not use heavy words in describing Tom’s unfaithfulness, he uses very insensitive words in describing Myrtle’s unfaithfulness. This depicts the perception that unfaithfulness in men is acceptable while it is a sin in women. 
Through this novel, the feminist criticisms of the 1920s when Gatsby wrote his book can be seen. Women were part of men’s properties as depicted by how Tom owns both Myrtle’s and Daisy. In addition to that, women were perceived as fools based on how Tom refers to Daisy’s thoughts as foolish; an idea which Daisy wholly agrees by calling her daughter a beautiful fool. While it was wrong for women to be unfaithful, it was okay for a man as depicted by the description of Myrtle’s and Tom’s unfaithfulness. Lastly, the use of violence in apprehending vocal women like Tom used to silence Myrtle’s further depicts the degree of feminist criticism in the 1920s. Thus, through this essay, it is unavoidable to state that the 1920’s was greatly characterized by feminism criticism. 
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